
 

Buffers and filter strips along the banks of lakes, rivers, streams, and ditches provide multiple benefits 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, 
religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected 

genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 
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Sherburne Soil And Water Conservation District 

Buffers may intercept or remove pollutants and sediment in the following percentages from runoff: 50% or more of nutrients  
and pesticides, 60% or more of some pathogens, and 75% or more of sediment. 

Deep rooted plants and wider corridors are more effective at protecting water quality and promoting groundwater recharge.

Buffer Programs 

Program Agency Land Type Details 

Law/Ordinance Agency Waterbody Type Details 
  County  Agricultural 

(Streams, Rivers, Lakes) 
 The shore impact zone for parcels with permitted agricultural land 
uses is equal to a line parallel to and 50 feet from the OHWL 

 MN Rules Chapter 
61.20.3300 subp7 

State Agricultural  (Streams, 
Rivers, Lakes) & DNR  
protected waters 

The shore impact zone for parcels with permitted  
agricultural land uses is equal to a line parallel to and 50 feet from 
the OHWL 

103E.021 Subdv.1 State Ditches  
(Public, County) 

For any new ditches or ditch improvements, the land adjacent to 
public ditches must include a buffer strip of permanent  
vegetation that is usually 1 rod (16.5 feet) wide on each side.  

Local and State Laws and Ordinances 


