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The Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District is holding its annual 
tree sale to encourage tree planting in Sherburne County.
This year the SWCD is excited to announce we are now accepting online 
tree orders!

Two new species added to the sale; Black Chokeberry and Gray
Dogwood. Bare root seedlings are easy to plant, grow quickly and come in 
bundles of 25. Many of the species being offered provide food and shelter 
for birds and wildlife year round. Additionally, trees can increase the value 
of your property and conserve energy by shading your house in summer 
and sheltering it from cold winds in winter. Tree orders will be available 
for pick-up the first weekend in May at our new office location on Jackson 
Ave in Elk River. Stock is limited and orders are entered on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.
Click here for more info. 
Don’t Delay, Order Today!

SWCD Poster Contest

For the last 5 years the Sherburne SWCD has offered a poster 
contest for 5th grade students in Sherburne County.  Each 
year has a different conservation theme, in which the students 
must create a poster around.  In 2020 the theme is “Where 
Would We BEE Without Pollinators?”  The students are given 
a presentation on the importance of pollinators and then asked 
to create a poster on how they interpreted the information.  

Awards are given to the 
top 4 posters.  This year 
5 elementary schools 
are participating in the 
contest, reaching up to 700 
students.  The SWCD staff 
is eager to see what the 
students create this year!   
Best of luck students!

http://www.sherburneswcd.org/tree-sale.html


Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District

Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program

            

The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) is a voluntary opportunity for farmers and The Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) is a voluntary opportunity for farmers and 
agricultural landowners to take the lead in implementing conservation practices that protect our water. Those who implement agricultural landowners to take the lead in implementing conservation practices that protect our water. Those who implement 
and maintain approved farm management practices will be certified and in turn obtain regulatory certainty for a period of and maintain approved farm management practices will be certified and in turn obtain regulatory certainty for a period of 
ten years.ten years.

Through this program, certified producers receive:Through this program, certified producers receive:

•  Regulatory certainty: certified producers are deemed to be in compliance with any  •  Regulatory certainty: certified producers are deemed to be in compliance with any  
 new water quality rules or laws during the period of certification new water quality rules or laws during the period of certification

•  Recognition: certified producers may use their status to promote their business as   •  Recognition: certified producers may use their status to promote their business as   
 protective of water quality protective of water quality

•  Priority for technical assistance: producers seeking certification can obtain specially  •  Priority for technical assistance: producers seeking certification can obtain specially  
 designated technical and financial assistance to implement practices that promote   designated technical and financial assistance to implement practices that promote  
 water quality  water quality 

Through this program, the public receives:Through this program, the public receives:

Assurance that certified producers are using conservation  practices to protect Minnesota’s Assurance that certified producers are using conservation  practices to protect Minnesota’s 
lakes, rivers and streamslakes, rivers and streams

For more information about the MAWQCP program,  
contact Miranda 763-220-3434 x 105  mwagner@sherburneswcd.org

As a farmer, responsibly managing your livestock waste is one of the most 
 important actions you can take for the health of your livestock, crops, family, 
land, water and community.
Several portions of the Elk River are currently listed on the Environmental 
 Protection Agency’s list of Impaired Waterways due to barnyard runoff from 
livestock. Under the Small Farms Cost-Sharing program, Sherburne SWCD 
offers several programs to assist landowners in reducing bacteria transport 
to the river.

• Manure Management: composting bins or other manure storage facilities. Manure Management 
protects surface water quality by reducing nutrient and sediment runoff, it also helps protect air 
quality by controlling odors. 

• Vegetated Buffer Strips: work to remove sediment, organic matter and other nutrients, from runoff 
water by slowing down the water and allowing those materials to settle out and water to soak into 
the soil. 

• Pasture Management: Livestock rotation plans and pasture plantings. These plans all help create 
healthy pastures which offer good nutrition, physically strengthen soils, and provide good  
vegetation to retain manure and nutrients during periods of heavy rain. 

• Stormwater Runoff: Vegetated Plantings, French Drains, Raingardens, Constructed Berms.  
These practices help direct the flow of water on your property away from manure and bare soil.

Projects may be eligible for free technical assistance (design) and 75% cost sharing. 
Fo more information, contact Miranda 763-220-3434 x 105  mwagner@sherburneswcd.org

Small Farms Cost-Sharing

mailto:mwagner%40sherburneswcd.org?subject=MAWQCP%20Program
mailto:mwagner%40sherburneswcd.org?subject=Small%20Farms%20Cost%20Share
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Please register by 2/21 with Miranda .Please register by 2/21 with Miranda.

mwagner@sherburneswcd.org  or  763-220-3434 x 105

Lunch & Lear n February 27th   11:30am
Sherburne History Center

10775 27th Ave SE
Becker, MN 55308

Don’t miss out on this excellent opportunity to learn more about how to make high level irrigation water 
management work for your farm. Vasudha Sharma, Ph.D., will be joining us this year to speak about her work at the 

Sand Plain Research Farm. Valley and Reinke Irrigation will also present on advanced irrigation technology.
A hot lunch will be provided for all attendees.   

This Free Event Includes

Sherburne
SWCD

mwagner@sherburneswcd.org    763-220-3434 x 105mwagner@sherburneswcd.org    763-220-3434 x 105

ne County  1944-2019 Nitrate Reduction Cost Share

Sherburne Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) received funding in 2019 to promote best  management practices 
and alternative management tools that decrease nitrate leaching to the groundwater. High levels of nitrate have been 
identified through the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s Township Testing Program in 2014-2015. There are cost 
share and technical service opportunities available under this grant. 

Practices Available for Cost Share
•  Irrigation Water Management
•  Irrigation Water Management Technology Upgrades
•  Cover Crops, Multispecies and Interseeding
•  Alternative Crops
•  Nitrogen Management
•  Hayland/Pasture Plantings
•  Native Plantings
•  CRP Incentives

For more information, contact Miranda
mwagner@sherburneswcd.org or 763-220-3434 x 105

44

mailto:mwagner%40sherburneswcd.org?subject=Lunch%20and%20Learn
mailto:mwagner%40sherburneswcd.org?subject=Nitrate%20Reduction%20Cost%20Share


Conservation Easements – a Tool 
for Protecting Legacy and the Land 

Many landowners have a close  
relationship with their properties.   
InSherburne SWCD works with a  
number of programs that offer opportuni-
ties to restore and protect your land.  One  
program that might be available to 
you as a landowner is enrolling in a  
conservation easement.  There are a  
number of easement programs you might 
be eligible for and each have slightly  
different components.  Some programs fo-
cus on restoring developed or agricultural 
land to a natural state, others are designed 
to take existing natural land and protect 
it from development.  Some offer term  
contracts, often 10-30 years, while other 
easement programs are designed to last forever.  Almost all offer a form of payment to the landowner, but this can 
be calculated differently based upon the program type and availability of funding.
A conservation easement is often selected not only for the environmental benefits that are  
realized on the land itself, but also for the benefits that the public receive.  Conservation easements  
improve wildlife habitat, reduce problems such as erosion into receiving waters, increase  
groundwater infiltration (reducing water accumulation in flood-prone areas) and preserve scenic landscapes. 

What is it like to have a conservation easement?
• You retain most rights to the land.  You may however forfeit the ability to farm, dig wells, or construct buildings   

on the easement, depending on the easement type.
• You maintain legal ownership of the property.  Depending on the easement type, your property remains privately 

owned and is not open to the public.  Easement land can be handed down to family or sold and the easement 
will transfer with the title.

• Your Easement Management Plan will help you manage its natural features.  Each easement is unique, so each 
plan is unique.  Your plan will help you maintain trails, manage the habitat, and enjoy the natural features of your 
land.

• You are paid for the benefits your land will provide.  Some easements pay on an annual basis, some are a  
one-time lump sum payment.

• You craft your land’s legacy.  Rest easy knowing your special place will be preserved for you and for future  
generations.

Are you interested in seeing what types of easement programs you could be eligible for?  
To learn more, contact Dan Cibulka at 763-220-3434 ext 103 dcibulka@sherburneswcd.org

He had hives

Conservation Easements

Conservation Comedy

Why did the bee go to the Doctor?

Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District

Photo Credit:  Jennifer Schmidt, SWCD photo contest (2017)

mailto:dcibulka%40sherburneswcd.org?subject=Conservation%20Easments
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The Sherburne SWCD was awarded funding the help promote and install  
pollinator habitat in the Big Eagle Lake Community!  The goal of this program is 
to change public perspective on traditional lawn care with incorporating ways to 
make them pollinator friendly.  The grant is meant to transform neighborhoods 
in order to create pathways for pollinators that link up with existing natural  
corridors.  The Eagle Lake community was selected because of its  
proximity to nearby natural areas and the density of parcels around the 
lake.  The SWCD 
plans to work with  
landowners to  
install a variety of 
projects including 
pollinator lawns, 

backyard meadows, beneficial trees and shrubs and  
native gardens.  This funding will be available for 3 years 
or until the grant has been expended. To find out if you  
qualify for this funding opportunity contact the SWCD  
office!
Not a resident nearby Big Eagle Lake?  No problem!  
The SWCD is available to provide technical guidance on  
increasing pollinator habitat to your yard or neighborhood.

Contact Franny to see if you qualify! 
763-220-3434 x104  fgerde@sherburneswcd.org 

Lawns to Legumes Funding

Feb 27th   Lunch and Learn
Mar 8th   Day Light Savings Time Begins
Mar 20th  First Day of Spring
May  1-2  Tree Sale Pick Up

Upcoming Events

Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District

mailto:fgerde%40sherburneswcd.org%20?subject=Lawns%20to%20Legumes
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Contact Franny at 763-220-3434 x 104   fgerde@sherburneswcd.org
Registration deadline is March 23rd

mailto:fgerde%40sherburneswcd.org%20?subject=Woodpecker%20Activity%20Training
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Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District 

425 Jackson Ave NW     Elk River, MN 55330     763-220-3434     www.sherburneswcd.org

Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District

Septic Systems
• How they work and when to pump
• Purpose of the tank and drainfield
• Importance of the soil under the drainfield
• Purpose of an SSTS inspection and what it is
• How often to inspect a system
• Additives in systems
• Freeze prevention  

Well Water
• Safe drinking water
• How to test your well
• Risks for well contamination
This class is made possible through a grant from MDH Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern Program from the Clean Water Land and Legacy Amendment.

Sherburne County Septic Systems and Wells Workshop

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

Monday April 27th, 2020 
 

5:30-7:00 PM 
Sherburne County  

Government Center
13880 Business Center Dr, 

Elk River, 55330

This is a free workshop for homeowners to learn about septic systems and wells.  
(Free well test kits available)

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that helps agricultural producers in a manner that 
promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible goals. Through EQIP, 
agricultural producers receive financial and technical assistance to implement conservation 
 practices that optimize environmental benefits on the land.

2020 EQIP Conservation Practices (examples): 
There are a total of 127 conservation practices available  through EQIP to address resource 
concerns

We are currently accepting EQIP applications until March 13th, 2020.  
For more information contact your  Elk River NRCS Field Office, 763-241-1170 ext. 3. 

An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender

 Cover Crop  High Tunnel System  
Animal Mortality Facili ty   Well Decommissioning  
Waste Facili ty Closure  Residue/Tillage Management  Windbreak/Shelterbelt  
Waste Storage Facili ty  P rescribed Grazing Systems 
Nutrient Management  Grassed Waterway   
            

http://www.sherburneswcd.org

