
Long Lake Shoreline Restoration 

Larry Pfleger and Dorothy (Jan) Gembol 

Project Summary  

 

In 2012 Larry Pfleger and his wife Dorothy (Jan) Gembol contacted the Sherburne 

SWCD for assistance with restoring the shoreline on their Long Lake Property.   

The Pfleger-Gembol shoreline had been “protected” using creosote soaked phone poles and 

rail road ties installed by the previous owners over 20 years prior.  High water over the years was 

causing the retaining wall to break away from the bank.  The landowners were not only worried by the 

years of creosote leaching into the lake, but they were also worried that the retaining wall would soon give 

away. 

Working with engineers from the Metro Conservation District Non-Point Engineering Assistance Program (NPEAP), it was  

decided that the best solution to prevent bank failure would be to remove the 150 linear feet of “retaining wall”, re-grade the 

shoreline to a stable slope and establish native shrubs and plants on the shoreline.  In addition to being thrilled about removing 

the eye-sore, the landowners were thankful to be able to establish a more natural looking shoreline that would protect the quality 

of Long Lake as well as provide wildlife habitat.  

2013 State Cost Share funds were used to share the cost of the project.  The landowners spent nearly 400 hours assisting the  
contractor during installation!  

Date Completed ........................ 10/2013 

Length Protected .................... 150 Ln. ft. 

Dimensions ............................ 3,750 sq ft 

Phosphorous Reduction ........ 0.6 lbs./yr. 

 

2013 State Cost Share ............. $3,292.80 

Landowner in-kind ........ $5,580 (390hrs) 

Total Project Cost  ................. $24,131.02 
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Project Details Project Funding Project Partners 

Before - 2012 After - 2013 



 

Sherburne SWCD 

14855 Highway 10 

Elk River, MN  55330 

(763) 241-1170 ext. 4 

(763) 635-0037 Fax 
 

www.sherburneswcd.org 

The Sherburne County Soil & Water Conservation District is  

dedicated to working directly with landowners and agencies in 

order to promote the wise and sustainable use of our land and 

water related resources to educate and inform the public about 

these uses; to help solve the resource problems within the  

District and to serve as a county wide natural resource  

information and referral center. 

The seeding process 

Existing Phone poles were falling into the water. 

Slope Stabilized 

132 cubic yards of soil was excavated from behind 

poles. 

Fill was excavated behind poles & re-shaped to 

stable slope. 

Jan applying cover crop & native seed 

Landowners spent a significant amount of time 

installing the project 

Seeded & erosion control blanket in place Project Completed October 2013 


