Achieving our shared conservation values
MASWCD

=————— | through locally led work

From water quality to healthy lands, Minnesota’s 88 soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs)
passionately protect and enhance our state’s remarkable natural resources. They are an essential
conduit to strong environmental and conservation outcomes for Minnesota’s water resources and
private lands, melding state partnership with boots-on-the-ground expertise to achieve our
state’s environmental goals — creating benefits for all Minnesotans to enjoy.

SWCDs are local government units led by elected, nonpartisan supervisors who understand their
communities and serve as trusted partners to landowners interested in resource best practices.

SWCDs are...

Provide cost-effective services to deliver meaningful conservation projects
EFFICIENT o .
that create win-win outcomes for landowners and the public.

EXPERT Serve as trusted experts and partners to landowners addressing resource

concerns with deep technical knowledge.

Address local resource concerns through voluntary conservation on
ESSENTIAL private lands, bringing public benefits.

State funding is critical to
maintain stewardship of our
natural resources!

Annual SWCD funding breakdown

State general fund
Ongoing State

SWCD Aid: conservation delivery:
SWCDs across the state are supported primarily D A e

by state and county sources. They face a $48.8
million annual shortfall to sustain our work and .
) . Gap:
deliver conservation outcomes. The State *Counties:
currently provides $15 million annually for $48.8m $15.1m
SWCDs, including $12 million in SWCD Aid.
While our districts aggressively pursue a variety
of funding sources, more state funding is needed
to continue working toward our state’s
conservation priorities.

*Estimated
statewide county
contributions

The voice for Minnesota’s 88 SWCDs.
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